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Do endangered flycatchers and invasive saltcedar mix?:   A just-published article, co-authored by 
SBSC scientist Mark Sogge, answers the question of whether endangered Southwestern Willow 
Flycatchers nesting in habitats dominated by invasive saltcedar (a.k.a. tamarisk) suffer negative 
physiological consequences compared to those breeding in native riparian habitats.  Measurements of a 
bird's body condition and metabolic state can serve as indicators of environmental stressors, such as food 
limitation and environmental extremes. Based on data from 130 flycatchers breeding in native and 
saltcedar habitats in Arizona and New Mexico, Sogge and his coauthors found no evidence that 
flycatchers breeding in saltcedar habitats exhibit poorer nutritional condition or were suffering negative 
physiological affects.  The full citation of the article is: Owen, J.C., M.K. Sogge and M.D. Kern.  2005.  
Habitat and gender differences in the physiological condition of breeding Southwestern Willow 
Flycatchers.  The Auk 122 (4):1261-1270.   The article will be made available for download on the SBSC 
southwestern willow flycatcher web site (www.usgs.nau.edu/swwf/reports.htm).  Mark Sogge, Flagstaff, 
AZ, 928-606-1286. 
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