SBSC Weekly Highlights March 29, 2007

USGS Data Series Report on Water Temperature in the Grand Canyon: Nick Voichick
and Scott Wright of GCMRC have released a new report entitled “Water-temperature data
for the Colorado River and tributaries between Glen Canyon Dam and Spencer Canyon,
northern Arizona, 1988-2005": U.S. Geological Survey Data Series 251, 24 p. The report
and associated data are available online at http://pubs.usgs.gov/ds/2007/251/ Contact:
Nick Voichick, Grand Canyon Monitoring and Research Center, nvoichick@usgs.gov, 928-
556-7375.

USGS Briefing for Utah State Director of the Bureau of Land Management: On March
28th, USGS scientist Mark Miller will brief Selma Sierra, the Utah State Director of the
Bureau of Land Management, on collaborative USGS-BLM research activities on Grand
Staircase-Escalante National Monument. The briefing will be conducted in conjunction
with the Director's first field tour of the Monument since she began serving as the Utah
State Director in November 2006. Contact: Mark Miller, SBSC, Kanab, Utah, 435.644.4325.

Focus on Frogs: USGS scientist Cecil Schwalbe has been invited to present some of his
research on declining amphibians at the spring faculty and staff meeting of the College of
Agriculture and Life Sciences at the University of Arizona on March 29. Schwalbe's
presentation, Frogs in a stew! What can we do?, will address effects that invasive
predators such as the American Bullfrog and various diseases are having on our native
amphibians. Contact: Cecil Schwalbe, Tucson, AZ, 520-621-5508 ext. 3.

Cave Knowledge for Science Teachers: J. Judson Wynne, Department of Biological
Sciences doctoral candidate and cave research scientist for USGS-Southwest Biological
Science Center, will be working with NASA's Spaceward Bound! Mojave Desert
Expedition, California, 23-30 March 2007. The purpose of the program is to teach K-12
science teachers how scientists search for life on other planets in hopes teachers will
then spread this information into their classrooms. Wynne will be instructing teachers on
how to detect caves on Earth and Mars using thermal remote sensing. He will
demonstrate this technique using a thermal imaging camera both on the ground and via
hot air balloon. Contact: J. Judson Wynne, Flagstaff, AZ, 928-556-7466.

Nebraska Conference on Water Law, Policy, and Science: USGS scientist Pamela
Nagler is participating in the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Water Resources Research
Initiative Conference, March 26 and 27, 2007, in Lincoln, Nebraska. Nagler will be
presenting information on estimates of evapotranspiration rates by tamarisk using a
combination of ground and remote sensing methods. The conference focus on “The
Future of Water Use in Agriculture”, is particularly geared toward concerns stated in the
Water Resources Research Initiative that "Nebraska is in a multi-year drought, has
overdeveloped its groundwater resources and over-appropriated its surface water in
many parts of the state, and is struggling to meet multi-state water agreements." Nagler
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is addressing evapotranspiration related to invasive species and other riparian vegetation
in response to a prime focus of the conference: the elimination of riparian vegetation,
particularly tamarisk. Contact: Pamela Nagler, Tucson, AZ, 520-626-1472.



