
SBSC Weekly Highlights, September 21, 2007 
 
USGS Presents Herpetological Research at The Wildlife Society Meeting: USGS 
Southwest Biological Science Center scientist Cecil Schwalbe and University of Arizona 
collaborators Philip Rosen, Matt Goode, Kevin Baker, Stacy Campbell, and David Kahrs 
will present research results at The Wildlife Society 14th Annual Conference, Sept. 22-26, 
in Tucson, Arizona. Topics include differential predation of native insects on native and 
introduced ranid frog larvae, status of desert breeding anurans at Saguaro National Park 
along with the distribution and abundance of a 22-species snake community in a New 
Mexico grassland. Visit www.wildlife.org/conference/tucson07/index.cfm for more 
information.   (Cecil Schwalbe, Tucson, AZ, 520-621-5508 ext. 3) 
 
Saltcedar Biocontrol Beetles and the Endangered Southwestern Willow Flycatcher:  
Mark Sogge, Ecologist with the Southwest Biological Science Center, was interviewed by 
Michelle Nijhuis for an article to appear in November’s issue of High Country News.  The 
focus of the article was how Southwestern Willow Flycatchers may be affected by the 
use of Diorhabda beetles for control and eradication of non-native saltcedar.  Sogge 
described how a substantial percentage of the endangered flycatchers breed in habitats 
dominated by saltcedar, and that many other species breed in saltcedar as well.  He noted 
that different saltcedar control methods produce different outcomes, and one of the most 
important considerations is what type of habitat will develop after the control occurs.  
Sogge emphasized that the issue of saltcedar biocontrol is very complex, and that science 
can help inform the decisions that managers and policy-makers will make on the issue.  
(Mark Sogge, SBSC, Flagstaff, AZ, mark_sogge@usgs.gov) 
 
Sonoran Mud Turtles Make Headlines:  Jeff Lovich and A.J. Monatesti of the 
Southwestern Biological Science Center were featured in the 9/20/2007 issue of the Camp 
Verde Bugle newspaper for their work involving native Sonoran mud turtles at Montezuma 
Well near Camp Verde, AZ.  Lovich’s project involves trapping turtles, creating an 
inventory of the native species and relocating non-native turtles such as the red-eared 
slider and western pond turtle.  Lovich will be giving a presentation at Montezuma’s Well 
about his project’s findings in conjunction with National Public Lands Day on September 
29 at 11am.  The entire article and photographs can be viewed here: 
http://campverdebugleonline.com/main.asp?SectionID=1&subsectionID=1&articleID=1838
0 (Jeff Lovich, SBSC, Flagstaff, AZ jeffrey_lovich@usgs.gov)  
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