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Erechtites glomerata (Poir.) DC. (Asteraceae)
Australasian Fireweed

Description. Annual, sometimes persisting longer than 1 year, 1-20 dm tall, erect from a deep,
often branching taproot. Stems erect, branches ascending, thinly villous to tomentulose. Leaves
alternate, 6-15 cm long, lower leaves deeply pinnately lobed or pinnatifid, villous to tomentulose,
becoming somewhat glabrous, the upper leaves pinnately to irregularly toothed. Heads in
terminal, somewhat corymbose clusters or panicles, discoid (all flowers radial, salverform), 5-7
mm long, cylindrical, stalked. Phyllaries in 1-2 unequal series, oblong, glabrous to thinly
tomentulose, the outer ones much shorter than the inner, apices acute. Flowers of two forms, the
outer pistillate, the inner bisexual, corollas tubular, pale or dull yellow. Achenes 1-2 mm long,
cylindrical, ribbed; pappus composed of fine, capillary bristles. In California, flowering from
April to October (Allan 1982, Ferris 1960, Munz 1959).

Synonyms: Erechtites arguta (A.Rich.) DC.

Geographical distribution. Erechtites glomerata is native to Australia and New Zealand (Allan
1982, Chapman 1991). It apparently has become naturalized only in southern Oregon and
California. (Anonymous 1998, Barkley 1993, Cronquist 1955, Munz 1959).

Erechtites glomerata was first reported from Humboldt County in 1918 (Robbins et al.
1970). Naturalized populations occur on San Miguel and Santa Cruz islands (Junak et al. 1997)
and in scattered coastal counties from Humboldt south to Santa Barbara counties (Anonymous
1998).

Note: Two other species, E. hieraciifolia (L.) DC. (native to eastern North America) and E.
valerianifolia (Wolf) DC. (native to central and South America) are introduced and naturalized
more widely on the mainland. Both species have become naturalized widely in Japan and New
Zealand (Ohwi 1965, Webb et al. 1988). Erechtites hieraciifolia has been introduced into Europe
and western North America (Barkley 1993, Cronquist 1955, Tutin 1976), and E. valerianifolia
into Australia (Chapman 1991).

Ecological distribution. In both natural and naturalized geographic ranges, Australasian
fireweed occurs in waste places, grasslands, disturbed sites, forest margins, and pastures (Barkley
1993, Cronquist 1955, Munz 1959).

Reproductive and vegetative biology. Like other Asteraceae with a capillary pappus and small
light seeds, Australasian fireweed probably has a relatively high level of dispersability (Anderson
1992, Sheldon and Burrows 1973). Seeds of E. hieraciifolia, a distantly related native of eastern
North America, were found to remain dormant for as long as 8 years (Baskin and Baskin 1996).
Baskin and Baskin found that about half of any year’s seed production became dormant,
especially if conditions (warm, moist) were not favorable to germination during late summer and
early fall in eastern North America. Halvorson and Koske (1987) reported Australasian fireweed
to be facultatively mycorrhizal, which may explain its invasibility of relatively arid grasslands on
San Miguel Island and elsewhere. No other literature was found that discussed other aspects of
reproductive or vegetative biology.
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Weed status. Australasian fireweed is not considered a noxious weed in agricultural or
horticultural practice, at least at a global level (not listed by Holm et al. 1977), nor is it
apparently listed elsewhere in the United States (Lorenzi and Jeffery 1987). However, it is
considered to be invasive in coastal woodlands and scrub vegetation of California
(Anonymous 1996).

Fungal and insect pathogens. No literature was found that reported Australasian
fireweed as a host of detrimental fungal or insect pathogens.

Herbicide control. No literature was found that reported herbicide treatment.
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